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Letter of Reflection and Prayer
fYOm YOMT EM PClStOT Pastor Jeremy Kwan

Dear Friends,

It is a great joy and a privilege to celebrate with you this milestone in our church’s history — our
15th Anniversary! Although my own history with NSPGMBC spans only the past two years
(or 3 years, counting my very first Titus Fellowship sharing in 2009 !), | have grown to love
our church and all of you very much. From the beginning, | was struck by the warmth and
loving hospitality of the people here, and | have since realized that this characteristic must
have been built into the church’s “DNA” from its founding, and cultivated over many years of
joyful practice. What a tremendous gift and heritage to be experienced and passed on! | am
grateful to have been the beneficiary of this gift myself, in the welcome you have extended
me, first as a Titus Fellowship guest, then as an Intern, and finally now, as your EM Pastor.

As | consider the future in light of the past,this warmth and loving hospitality towards one
another (as well as towards all our “neighbours”)1 will remain a cornerstone for the future, as
we live out together what it means to be a church. Truly, Jesus’ words to His disciples and to
us represent both exhortation and challenge: “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35). Such love is only
possible and sustainable because Christ first loved us (vs. 34), and so we come back to the Cross, as we always must. Thus, this
is my first prayer for us as a church — that this history of warmth and loving hospitality would continue to bear much fruit, and
reveal us to be truly disciples of our Lord Jesus.

Looking back over my time here at NSPGMBC, | have also come to greatly appreciate the diversity of gifts within the body of
Christ, of which Paul wrote about in his First Letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 12. As | have grown increasingly aware of my
own weaknesses and shortcomings, as well as my strengths, there has been a commensurate increase in my awareness of (and



gratitude for) the strengths and gifts of others within this church body. | love the imagery Paul uses to describe the church — it is
so vivid, and so apt! Can you imagine what a disaster it would be if your whole body consisted of an eye?! How would you hear
anything? (Not to mention, walk, talk, eat, drink, breathe...!)

Oh, how grateful | am to God that He “has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be” (vs.
18)! Without the visionaries in our church, we wouldn’t know where we’re going; without the sensitive hearers in our church, we
wouldn’t know how our congregation is doing or feeling; without the “feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of
peace” (Ephesians 6:15), there would be little impetus to fulfill the Great Commission. Every part is needed, and every part has
been placed by God according to His purpose. Our church is stronger for our diversity, and | have experienced the truth of this
firsthand, even in my relatively short time with you. And so this is my second prayer for us as a church- that recognizing the
wonderful diversity of gifts God has granted our church, we would “be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love” and “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” because “there is one body and
one Spirit” (Ephesians 4:2-3).

Finally, | would like to end my reflection where the Apostle Paul also ends his — with love. He moves seamlessly from a beautiful
depiction of a diverse, yet united church body in Chapter 12 to one of the most powerfully poignant discourses on love in all of
literature in Chapter 13.1 Corinthians 13 has been used so often as the centerpiece in countless marriage ceremonies (and with
good reason) that if you're like me, it's so easy to forget that Paul wrote those words in the context of church unity and diversity!
All of these gifts are yet meaningless — are as “nothing” (vs. 2-3)— if love is not the motivator, the engine behind their expression.
So therefore, this is my third prayer for us as a church—that the love of Christ would be the energizing, the motivating, and the
unifying forcebehind everything we do and everything we say and everything we are as a church.

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13). Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jeremy

TLuke 10: 25-37 (The Parable of the Good Samaritan); Matthew 22:39.
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Celebrating NSPGMBC’s 15th Anniversary  watnewkan

North Shore has been the beautiful place | have called home for the past 13 years. Tucked away on the hillside is North Shore
Pacific Grace: a church | have also learned to call my second home, knowing that | am safe and protected by brothers and sisters
through the love of Jesus. A casual onlooker might see this church as just another casual building
sitting on a quiet suburban street, yet | know this church holds a special place in each person’s
heart because of the many experiences obtained over the vast amount of time spent together.
Reminiscing back to when | first attended this church at the age of 5, | was probably known as one
of the big trouble makers downstairs in Children’s worship. | remember running all over the place
with childhood friends, hiding in forbidden places and getting in trouble after we were caught. Can |
say “Oops?” These memories will last me a lifetime and | am honestly so thankful to have grown up
in a church setting at such an early stage in my life. | know coming to church and learning to rely on
Jesus has definitely brought me through personal tough times and help me face many decisions |
couldn’t resolve based on my own strength alone.

As the years rolled by in the blink of an eye, many of us trouble makers slowly matured into young
adolescents as we entered the new world of high school. This new chapter brought along many new
difficulties, yet with the power and support of the church cheering me on from the sidelines, | knew
| could face any adversity. Five years later, that chapter is closed and a new university life begins.
Times will not be easy, people will hate us for being Christians, and the world will despise our kind;
however, as a church family we should remember this, “But those who trust in the LORD will find
new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles.” (Isaiah 40:31)
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ChurCh AllniVeI'S al'y Michael & Eva Wong

Depending on which definition you choose, | have been a Christian for thirty, fifteen or three
years. Itis thirty because | am a second generation Christian. It is fifteen because | professed
my faith in Christ fifteen years ago. It is three because | have truly cared about spreading
the Gospel for three years. Depending on the situation, you may be surprised why we,
Evangelicals, have different definitions. | am surprised too.

As long as one is labeled Christian using one of the definitions above, the standard protocol
is to fill up church serving positions based on one’s skill. Although a lot of Christians become
backbenchers, a few Christians take up serving positions. Some may enjoy hosting all kind
of events such as coffee house, praise and worship, and season retreat. | define this group

5

as eventful Christians (i.e., Martha in Luke 10:38-42). i

Let’s take a look at my Eventful Christian SWOT analysis (strength, weakness, opportunity and threat)

Strength:

Similar to Martha, eventful Christians are in general skilled, responsible and hard working. Without the committed brothers and
sisters, day-to-day church functions would not be sustainable. No Christians want to attend a Sunday service without the chair,
singsperation team, AV and the speaker.

Weakness:

Eventful Christians are the busiest people in church. For one whole year, Eva and | were the first (& 2nd) person to arrive at church
and the last couple to leave. Interaction with brothers and sisters were mainly task related. There was some caring at the daily living
level but not at the spiritual level. Bringing newcomers were difficult because of the long schedule in church and busy eventful life
in a Christian bubble.



Opportunity:
Events are considered as one of the most effective way to bring newcomers to meet Jesus. If we can truly believe that the Gospel

is the Good News and making Christ-followers is not our work, but it’s the Holy Spirit, then fear of rejection (which turns into a lot
of excuses) will be gone.

Threat:

Eventful Christians are so focused on event rundown, that it is easy to lose sight of the Great Commission. They often end up
spending the majority of the time organizing events, and no time for spreading the Gospel. A tiny step at a time, the church may
be shifting from being Gospel-centered to event-centered.

There is still Hope:

Even the first century Christians had their own problems, and yet Christianity still exists after 2000 years. How many religions lasted
that long? The simple solution would be if we call ourselves evangelical, be evangelicals! Love not only people we know in church,
but also people we do not know (i.e., the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10). Start to care about brothers’ and sisters’
spiritual life, not just daily life. Maybe people who serve with you have a spiritual crisis and you know nothing about it. When we talk
about evangelical, try not to compare with Pentecostals and mock their speech of tongue. When we serve in church, remember
the focus is always God’s approval, not man’s approval, but we love God by loving each other (Matthew 22:37-38). So when we
have conflict among ourselves, talk to the group/person directly, do not gossip and ignore each other (Ephesians 4:25-32 and
John 13:34-35). These are the simple things we know for a long time but we seldom do. If we take good care of the body of Christ,
the church (which means us!), God will like it and God will add people to us daily (Acts 2:42-47). A lot of church problems such as
fear of not enough people to serve and fear of the church shrinking would be solved. The church will not just last for another 15
years but 2000 years and more! | truly think that God-centered is the solution, not event-centered.

So, remembering the Gospel-centered evangelical desire that first started our church 15 years ago, let us continue seeking to be
a God-centered church, to make Christ and His Gospel known in the North Shore with even greater fervour and devotion!
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A Godly Sharing .

People claim to love a lot of things. We love puppies, we love hockey, and we love cheese. However, one thing that is true is how
the things we love today may not be the things we love forever. This is because it is natural for people to change their minds, to
develop new interests, to gain new experiences, and to try new hobbies in life. But while these changes should happen, we are
reminded to never desert our love for Jesus Christ. Ten years ago, | testified in front of a group of people that | was in a relationship
with my Lord. In my mind, the meaning behind this proclamation was to show others that | was willing and ready to stay in a
committed, honest and obedient relationship with Him. As | celebrate my ten year anniversary with Christ, | also rejoice in the 15
year relationship that | have had with my church and my friends. | am forever overwhelmed by God’s blessing to me and for the
special bond | have created with my church family. At the same time, | want my brothers and sisters to have the chance to profess
their love as well and to use their words to inspire others to follow our one and only Yahweh.

“NSPGMBC to me is my second home. From taking my first steps to having the best of friends, this church has been a great
blessing to me. God is love” Emma Choo

“I've experienced enough great memories from NSPGMBC to last a lifetime, but the ones that stand out from the rest are the
Whistler trips with the English Ministry and Joe!” Morris Choo

“Church is a place where | feel at home, safe and loved. A foundation for life and a fountain of joy shared with fellow brothers and
sisters. NSPGMBC is a family.” Matthew Kan

“Growing up at NSPGMBC is a blessing to me and my two treasured memories have been the “Offer your best to the Lord” talent
show and Christmas Caroling. The talent show was amazing and | am happy to be a part of such a fun night which brought the
English Ministry closer together. With the second, | remember practicing for endless hours with Auntie Ada before we sang at the
senior homes. The joy we brought to them is unforgettable.” Crystal Mak




“One of the best moments | had with my church is our trip to Squamish
in the summer. Staying up late at night to play intense rounds of the
game taboo will forever be a highlight to me.” Derek Chan

“If | ever had the ability to control space-time the continuum, | would
travel back in time and re-experience the EM Whistler retreats all over
again. Staying up until 4am, biking in the forest, hanging out at the
village, watching the Joy Luck Club... the list goes on and on and on.
Thanks for all the wonderful memories!” Michael Wong

“There have been too many good memories to count in my years going
to church. But my favorite memory has to be Pioneer Club. | joined the
fellowship when | was little, but | especially loved learning and singing
songs like Jesus Loves Me, He Gives me QOil in my Lamp to keep me
burning and | Got the Love of Jesus in my Heart. My all time favorite

though? | am a C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N!” Angel Chen

“Growing up in church has made me realize how important my family in God is. They are the strongest relationships | have ever
built and the ones that have lasted the longest, the ones that have shaped me into the follower that | am and have made me ever
hungry for God.” Dora Leung

“The thing that stands out to me the most in our congregation is everyone’s adaptability and willingness to accept the new: from
various leaders coming and going to the regular addition of new members, the EM’s always taken things in stride and grown
stronger with every new advancement.” Phoebe Ng

“Even though this may not seem like much, my best time at the church was going out for lunch at sushi town with everyone from
service. Between the bites of sashimi, we would always have great conversations that encouraged each other about good and
being a Christian among a world of unbelievers.” Isabelle Cheung
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Unto my God sanw

| am thankful to the Lord Jesus for the past 15 years of church
life at North Shore Pacific Grace where | attended my first ever
bible study (fellowshipping ever since), where | got baptized.
| sang in their choir, helped at Children’s Sunday school and
worship; participated, for a short while, in a Mandarin bible
study and much later served in the youth band...all the while
serving at the Mission Department.

In time, | have come to know more about people, more about God and ultimately more about myself because | was willing to
engage myself in Church life, not because | was able. In fact, so real are my weaknesses and inadequacies that what has been
done is certainly of God and from God. (This Summer at the last Regeneration worship at Coastal Church, the message was about
our willingness to serve, to engage despite issues in our lives.)

| am thankful to those who have mentored me; walked with me; encouraged me and supported me despite my many issues,
which has brought about my ups and downs in life. You have left room for me to grow. Know that you have lived out Christ in you.

This Psalm (131) of David has recently touched my heart:

My heart is not proud, Lord, my eyes are not haughty. | do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me.
But | have calmed myself and quieted my ambitions. | am like a weaned child with its mother; like a weaned child | am content.
Put your hope in the Lord both now and forevermore.

The church is where we are given the apparatus to grow as God’s words are taught, and as lives are shared; we will come face to
face with who we really are and who God really is. May He continue to reveal Himself through the working of the Holy Spirit in us,
and may this church continue to reflect His Glory as we continue to worship Him! Amen.
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